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Taigha Spifit of Independence;

Black Calico Odd-eyed Oriental; Bred and
Owned Lucy Arends-Wagner
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Overwhelmed by
Orientals

By Rita Wiseman

Living with an Oriental is like living with something that is so

precious and rare at the same time. They can be compared with

an exotic piece of fine bone china. But don’t be fooled by their body
structure, which is fine and elegant. They are extremely bold cats
and take no nonsense from any other cat breed. In fact Orientals
have hearts and natures as fearless as a lion.

This lovable, demanding, talkative, active and elegant cat captures
your heart and soul like no other. They are breathtaking to look
at and know how to turn heads wherever they go. They demand

attention from the time you wake up in the morning to the time
you go to sleep. If it is not food they are after then it’s just an
affectionate stroke they are looking for. In fact if you take
too long to wake up in the morning, you will be woken by

an Oriental tap on the cheek to remind you it is morning

and time to wake up now. You soon get to know their

many descriptive talkative meows, each one comes
with it’s own set of demands. They are well known
for their talkative interactions with their owners.
There are times you wish you could keep them
quiet but 1 am afraid to say they will always

have the last meow.

Looks
They come in many colours and
patterns just like their Siamese
counterparts. Unlike the
Oriental, the Siamese has
a glacial white or cream
or ivory or off-white
body colour with its
ears, face (mask),
legs and tail
showing a
contrasting
colour to
the body.




This is known as the point colour. The Oriental generally has
one colour or pattern over the whole body. Apart from the
difference in the coat patterns, the other difference between
the Siamese and the Oriental is in the eye colour. Siamese have
blue eyes and Orientals have green eyes. However although
the Oriental White is genetically Siamese, it is known in this
country as an Oriental and has blue eyes. Occasionally an
Oriental has odd eyes, for example green and blue.

Both the Siamese and Oriental need very little grooming as they
have short close-lying glossy coats. But for cat show purposes
you will need to give them a wipe down or a bath prior to the
show just to get the dust off their coats. So grooming Orientals
is a lot less time consuming unlike the grooming procedure for
long hairs.

The Black Oriental is my personal favourite — it has the most
mischievous nature and also tends to control the household
they live in. In fact, at breakfast time, my little lady gives all
the other felines a little slap on the cheek just to remind them
of the pecking order for the day. She rules the household with
her fine, delicate little black paw.

These elegant cats have a way of looking down their noses at
you; maybe this is because they have those long straight profiles,
which helps add attitude to their expression. Their piercing
green eyes can make them look evil, this is exactly what they
want you to think, but under all this, they are adorable and
very affectionate especially to their owners. Orientals tend to
get very jealous and it is best that you are not seen giving any
other cats any attention. When they are curled up on your lap,
purring like a tractor, they turn their heads and look at you as
if to say, count yourself lucky to be owned and loved by one of
these exotic little characters.

Orientals have high energy levels and find all sorts of things
to amuse themselves with all day long. My little girl just loves
chasing and catching moths whenever the opportunity arises.
So even if you can compare them with fine bone china, you
better hide it all if your Oriental is on the chase trying to catch
something interesting. Nothing distracts them from their mission
on hand. If you want to be captivated by one very interesting
cat with loads of character then it is the Oriental breed you are
looking for.



LaMaska Matisse;
Blue Tortie Oriental;
Owned by Mariette

Burger

B Vo
(Black Silver Spotted
Tabby) and Quizzipaws
Dusine (Chocolate
Spotted Tabby). Owned

BREED STANDARD

Head

Medium size wedge forming an equilateral triangle
from tip of ears to tip of nose. Head in proportion
to body and well balanced. Lines of wedge straight
without whisker break. In profile top of head slightly
convex. Muzzle fine and chin strong.

Nose
Long and straight from forehead to tip of nose.

Ears
Rather large and pointed, wide at base, following
lines of wedge.

Eyes

Medium in size, oriental in shape. Set well apart and
slanting towards nose. Colour - any shade of hazel or
green. Blue eyes in the case of the Oriental White.

Neck
Elegant.

Body
Medium in size, long svelte, well muscled but still
elegant.

Legs

Long and fine, in proportion to body.

Paws
Small and oval.

Tail

Long, fine and tapering, in proportion to the body.

Coat
Short, fine glossy and close-lying.

Faults

Tabby markings in selfs. Preclude an award for a
weak chin and whisker pinch. Disqualify white spots
except in bi-colours.



COLOURS AND PATTERNS

The Oriental is recognised in ten self-colours and seven tortie
colours, together with their silver versions, in a variety of
patterns giving a total of over two hundred different colour
schemes. Self coloured Orientals come in a variety of colours
and are available in black, chocolate (the Havana), blue, lilac,
cream and red. The newer colours, not very common in South
Africa are caramel, cinnamon, fawn and apricot. The Oriental
White, also known as the Foreign White, although called an
Oriental is genetically a Siamese, masking its points.

Vogue Video Image; Chocolate
Oriental: Owned by C Venter;
Bred by G Byleveldt
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The Tabby Pattern

The above colours are also seen in the tabby varieties. The
pattern being in the main colour with a paler ground colour.
The tabbies come in four different patterns. All the tabbies
share the same markings, namely stripes on their faces, ears,
legs and tails. The different tabby patterns are found on their
bodies. The most common being the spotted tabby. Then

Roar'N Salvador's Oleander;
Red Spotted Tabby Oriental;
Owned and Bred by Robert
and Karen Visagie

there is the mackerel tabby
with vertical stripes down
its body. The classic tabby
with whirls on its body and
then the ticked tabby which
has each hair barred in two
different colours to give a
“ticked” appearance. The
tabby Orientals look like wild
cats and are very beautiful.

Tortoise-shell

The same colours also come
in the tortoise-shell pattern.
A self-coloured cat patched
or mingled, mixed with red
if the cat is black, chocolate
and cinnamon, or with cream if it is blue, lilac or fawn;
caramel with apricot. The tortoise-shell pattern plus white is
known as a calico. Either way, the combination of the colours

is interesting and beautiful.

Patched Pattern

The above colours on their own, or with the different patterns
with patches of white make-up the bi-colours, which in
turn come in three different variations. The bi-colour, the

harlequin and the van

Silver

To expand even further, all the above colours and varieties
also come in shaded silver. This is an agouti cat in which
the pattern colour is restricted to half or less than half of the
hair length. This comes in the full spectrum of the Oriental
colour range.



APPEARANCE

Head:

Wedge shape which forms an equilateral
triangle from the tips of the large ears to the
end of the long nose.

Eyes:

Oriental in shape. Set well-apart. Any shade of
hazel or green. Blue eyes in the Oriental white.
Sometimes they have odd-eyes

Body:
Long, well muscled but still elegant

Coat:
Short, fine and glossy

Colours:
Varied including tabbies and bi-colours

Grooming:
Low maintenance. Bath when necessary.

PERSONALITY

I breed both Siamese and Orientals and have been fascinated
to see the differences in character between them. I have found
the Orientals to be just slightly more “controlled” (for lack of
another word) in their actions, a little quieter perhaps but just as
playful and stunning to watch and a tad more intelligent. Never
underestimate the capabilities of an Oriental. They love games of
ping pong across the floor. The volume of their large vocabulary
is not adjustable and gets louder leading up to mealtimes! Don't
be fooled by those dainty paws as they can hook a bird in flight
but are gentle enough to tap you awake early in the morning.
Once you own an Oriental black, you will never be without one.
Quite the most delightful and entertaining cat, my Oriental black
is so crafty making the humans in this household look positively
stupid. If you have never owned an Oriental, but are serious about
dedicating your life to one, insist on a neutered male. They make
just the best companions you could ever wish to have and your life
will never be the same again.

Jane Vermeulen
Mokee Cattery




Roar’N Salvador’s
Oleander; Red Spotted
Tabby Oriental;
Owned and Bred

by Robert & Karen
Visagie

Wagner; Owned by
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Triangular shaped
& head with large ears

Oriental shaped
eyes, usually
green

Short, close-lying

coat
-

Elegant cat with
long legs and
long, whippy tail

“a

Photo by Lucy Arends-Wagner
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DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS:

No doubt about it, along with their closest relatives, the
Siamese, that originated in the Orient, this breed consists of
the super models of the feline catwalk. It is an aristocratic
cat with a triangular head supported on a long elegant
neck. The ears are large and low set, profile is straight
and they have a fine muzzle and strong firm chin. Their
oriental shaped jewel eyes are usually green, but depending
on coat colour, can be blue, hazel, copper and occasionally
odd eyes. A stare of haughty disdain completes the super
model look. The body is of medium size, elegant and svelte
ending in a long whippy and expressive tail. The legs are
long and slim with small oval paws. The Orientals come
in a large variety of coat patterns: self coloured, different
tabby patterns, tortoiseshell and bi-coloured coats. All
these patterns in turn, come in an array of colours from
black to cream and inbetween.

BREEDER’'S TIPS:

The coat of the Oriental can be short and close lying, or
medium in length - either way, the texture is soft and silky
and low maintenance, requiring minimal grooming. The
personality of these cats is definitely not for people who like
aquiet and well ordered life style as they are very demanding
and attention seeking thespians. Super intelligent and
extremely loyal, they have love in abundance to share
selectively. They are excellent travellers and are happy to
remain safely indoors. The Oriental is a complete package
of aesthetic beauty, intelligence, companionship, love,
loyalty and loads of entertainment wrapped in a soft velvet,
multi-patterned and techni-coloured dream coat.

By Lucy Arends-Wagner




BREED PROFILE
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The Oriental - an elegant cat that comes in over 300 colours

ith a personality just as
colourful as her coat, the
Oriental is one of the
most exciting feline
companions. A sleek, elegant cat with
the louks of a panther, she is active and
athletic but also very charming — a real
flirt that will demand your attention
wherever she goes.

The Oriental is basically a Siamese in
solid colours. The two breeds are exactly
the same in conformation, looks and
personality and only differ in coat colour.
Siamese come in an

array of pointed

colours. With their foundation in the
Oriental
developed to explore all the possibilities

Siamese breed, the was

in feline colour and pattern, and is
therefore today one of the breeds sporting
the most colours.

In the latter half of the previous century,
Siamese breeders in Britain and the USA
started creating a new look by crossing
other breeds, such as

Siamese with

Russian Blues, Burmese, American

Shorthairs and Abyssinians. They

managed to retain the Siamese’s svelte

body shape and gregarious personality,

Black self kitten, Taigha Dragostea Din Tei, owned by Michele and David Peake

(photo: Lynn Currie)

but added a whole new range of colours.
In 1977 the Oriental was officially
accepted in the USA and is today one of
the most popular breeds around the
world.

Smooth as silk

A slim, sleek cat in a smooth coat, the
Oriental has a long, triangular heady
with large, pricked ears. Their” 1opg
attdched t
tubular bodies on long, slim légs ajd

and slender necks are
» 5 e 4
rounded off by long, tapered‘tails.
complete picture is that of an elegdn
that

wherever she goes.

cat gracefully /glides

The shorthair Oriéntals hawv

Oriental Medium-hairs in SGuth Africa,
have medium, single coats (nd undercoat).
In the UK this breed was previously
known as Angoras but due to confusion
with cats from Turkey, the name was
changed to Oriental Longhair in 2003. In
the USA they are also known as Oriental
Longhairs, while in some countries they
are called Javanese or Mandarin cats.

Oriental Fact File:

Place of origin: Great Britain
Appearance: Svelte and slim like a
Siamese, but in solid coat colours
Personality: Gregarious and
demanding

Colours: Tabby, smoke, shaded,
tipped, all self colours, bi-colours,
tortie and silver tabby

Weight: 4 to 6.5 kg




Three hundred colours

Approved in over three hundred coat
colours and patterns, the Oriental truly is
a multi-coloured breed. One of the most
classic Oriental colours is black, which
resulted from a mating between a seal
point Siamese and a black cat. The black
Oriental has brilliant green eyes, while
the whole body is solid, jet black from
head to toe, including the eye rims and
paw pads.

Other solid colours include white, red,
apricot, cream, blue, chestnut, lavender,
cinnamon and fawn. Colours can be
confusing, as in some cases the same
colour has different names in different
countries. The dilute colour of chestnut
brown, for example, is referred to as
lavender in North America, while the
Britons call it lilac. In Britain white
Orientals are referred to as foreign white
and only blue eyes are allowed, while in
the rest of the world they are called
Oriental white and both green and blue
eyes are accepted.

Even more confusing is chestnut or
Havana brown. This warm-toned brown,
genetically chocolate, is known as a
Havana or chocolate Oriental in South
Africa and Britain, while in the USA they

BREED PROFILE

The shorthair Orientals have shorf,
fine-textured, satin-like coats, while
their semi-long-haired cousins,
known as Oriental Medium-hairs in
South Africa, have medium, single
coats

are called chestnut brown (not to be
confused with the Havana Brown,
which is a separate breed in the
USA).

Smoke was developed with the
addition of a silver gene. Any solid
colour (except white) may come in
smoke and is characterised by a
sparkling undercoat. The other way
around is tipped or shaded, where the
tips of the hairs sparkle in shades of
colour. Solid colours may also come in
combinations to create bi-colours.

Stripes and spots

Should you prefer the tiger or leopard
look, take your pick among the tabby
variations. Orientals come in 112 different
tabby pattern and colour combinations,
all originating from the four basic tabby
patterns: classic, mackerel, spotted or
ticked. By mixing these and adding the
red or silver gene, possibilities are
endless, making breeding for colour very
rewarding and exciting.

Intelligent and inquisitive

Not introverted or shy, Orientals are very
outgoing and devoted. They need human
company and will insist on yourattention.
They are also intelligent and quite
inquisitive and will therefore take an
interest in every activity around the
house and might even follow you all day







